AND WHAT  IT REVEALS             I2J
likely to have sneered at his own play. The
severity of the stricture also shows that Bussy
D'Ambois^ not being a musty foppery of antiquity,
cannot have seen the light before March 1600,
but, since it was certainly referred to in Satiro-
mastix, when acted at the Globe in the early
summer of 1601, the possible period of produc-
tion can be narrowed down to the space of a
few months. Viewing the fact that the private
theatres in those days Invariably closed down In
the summer, it may be safely assumed that Chap-
man's play saw the light towards the close of
1600, Internal evidence (i, 2, 82) reveals that it
was a leap-year production* Finally, to clinch
matters,, one must needs show that the best
possible gloss on Tucca's pleasantry in Satiro-
mastiX) "Goc not out, farding candle, goe not
out'*, is afforded by Montsurty's address to his
wife at the close of Bussy D'Amboisi
I do forgive thcc, tad upon my knees,
With hands held up to heaven, wish that my honour
Would suffer reconcilement to my love;
But since it will not, honour, never serve
My love with flourishing object till it sterve;
And as this taper, though it upwards look,
Downwards must needs consume, so let our love;
As having lost his honey, the sweet taste
Runs into savour, and will needs retain